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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE-
A REFLECTION OF THE AMERICAN MIND

The The Ideas Drafted in the Declaration

What is the purpose and role of government? Well, that is clearly set forth in the

Declaration of

birth certificate of the United States of America, known as the Declaration of

Independence
reflected the
mind of the

Independence. In fact,

American

American mean by that?

p eop le at th € He means that thg Declaration

fOui’l dln g “yeflected the ideds of Americans,
and 'in fact, the Declaration of
Independence that he drafted

s

nﬂt-'ﬁ'ﬁ'm.'ﬁe was

the original draft,

r of the ideas.

These were common ideas of the

t1me Thﬁt s! w‘Jh _c7le thj,l-hj\arailon are l_J'EL;ccton of the American mind.
\___) -J_ —

Government Must Follow the Laws of Nature and
Nature’s God

Many people haven’t looked to the Declaration to find out what the purpose
and role of government is to be, but it is clearly stated. Let’s walk through the

beginning of the Declaration of Independence.
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“When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate
The heart and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God

entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that

Of the they should declare

%,

DeClarathn F«:ﬂ?"’h C()-,-\?' RESS. Juw v;é..-" )
defines the

e causes which impel them to the separation.”

other words, whenever a time in

purpOse e from that government and create a
new governmeht—a government that’s

and rOle Of : congi’simﬁj:he “Laws of Nature and
govei’nment = ; \\&;ﬁ God”—then it is incumbent
% 2 uponl them when they make that break

with the goveghment that they declare
which impel them to that
442 decision. That is what the Declaration of
Independence is all about. It sets forth

the groundwork, and it then describes

the-specific issues that cauge thlem to make the ci.ams:lon to separate.
ﬁo&m{n— MJ nowtedgeMan’s God-Given,

Unalienable Rights

Let’s go to the very heart of the Declaration of Independence because it clearly

defines the purpose and role of American government:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
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that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. —

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That

Th e tru th S whenever an)hl Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends,
. ' it is the Right Lif the People to altgf or to abolish it, and to institute new

Of Llfe, ~ Government, ls‘ying its foundation on such principles and organizing

. h form, 2% to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Liberty, and J

Safety and Happinessj"/——'l_
the pursuit The Declarati f Ind H—d t
(¢ eclaration ol Independence goes on to sa
of Happiness — /— T r’“\j

“Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established

its powers in

are self- . sho

not be changed“fqr light and transient causes; and accord-

ingly all experiende hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to

evident—they

suffer, while evils dre sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing

1(---._._,___the forms to which they aré

abuses gnd usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces

omed. But when a long train of

don’t need to
be establishe

it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new
by men X s P

- f Guards_ for. their filfure sgcurity.” I_'
WA WA Wl W

a desfgn to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right,

-.._.p}llhézi 0 sayathad’s exactlyawdadt happeded to Americans at that point in

history. The rest of the Declaration of Independence is a point-by-point indict-

ment as to the causes that impel them to that separation. The very purpose and

foundation of American government is in that paragraph.

“We hold these truths,” the Declaration says, “to be self-evident.”

They are self-evident because they don’t need to be taught. They’re just as self-

evident as the sun and the moon, daylight and nighttime. They are intuitive that
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these self-evident ideas and notions are that all of us are created equal. Why? It’s

because we are endowed by our Creator with certain unalienable rights.

That’s very important because the Declaration of Independence shows that our

The presupposition of government is based upon the existence of God who is the

) Creator and who created each one of us in. His image. Just as a painter infuses
government's :

his or her ideas into ea¢h of their pa#tings, God infused in each one of us

rOle 1S tO i i i ight at the government cannot grant and that

protect our

S, “_Deﬁnitely, our rights come

GO d_given from God, not from any governiment, not from the Supreme Court, not from
an:g-esident. They~are rightﬁnd nobo e them away from us.” Among
pre'eXlS tl ng these rights, it says, are life,| liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

rlghts that “"The Declarati®n tells us that gt);g??rmm have what purpose? They are to
d secure these rights. In other words, the governmept’s role is to protect these
pre-date

God-given, pre-existing-tighf
government

develop a pattern, not just a misstep here and there,

Huta att1rn of abuses and no longer protects those
od-given unaheE Ble rights to life, liberty, and

the pursuit ot happmess, then it’s not only our
right, but indeed it’s also our duty to throw off that
government and to provide a new government that
will do exactly what government is designed to do:

to protect these God-given, pre-existing liberties.

A depiction of the Sons of Liberty destroying the statue of King
George |l after the Declaration was read by George Washington
to citizens and his troops in New York City on July 9, 1776.
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The
Declaration of
Independence
is our birth
certificate,
and in many
cases, it was
the Founding
Fathers’ death
certificate

J _Fove

LESSON 1I:
The Purpose & Role of Government Part 1

The Declaration of Independence could not be any clearer as to what the purpose
and role of government is. That was the reflection of the American mind. That
was the mindset that ultimately led the Founders and those who followed them
to sign the Declaration of Independence. It is our birth certificate, and in many
cases, it was their death certificate. They knew that they were pledging their lives,
their fortunes and thll;ir sacred honor to do exactly what was necessary at that

|
time—to throw off a goyernment that w3 tyrannical and was no longer protecting

1
these God-given, religiqus liberties gAd unalienable rights.
|

John Trumbull’'s pajgiting, Declaration of Independence, depicting the five-man drafting committee of
the Declaratiop«#f Independence presenting their work to the Congress.

Thq Unit a esl_'n ance'_'d Contrasting Views
i T

If you compare the United States of America during the American Revolution
with the revolution that was happening at the same time in France, you see two
contrasting views of the role of government. In France during the French Revo-
lution, we see the idea that there is no God and that man is the measure of all
things. Therefore, since there is no God, there are no absolutes, and without abso-

), &«

lutes, who makes the rules? It’s “enlightened” individuals who make the rules.
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So, in the French Revolution, the rights of men didn’t come from God, they
were not pre-existing. They were not unalienable rights. Instead, they came
from government. Government can give you the rights, and government can
: take away the rights. However, in France, if you objected, they killed you! The
The American way the rights. Howev you obj y killed y
symbol of the French Revolution is the guillotine.

Revolution
The symbol of the

was based welcbr{les people fro

. o .
enjoy in“America.
"

merican Revolution is the Statue of Liberty, which

all shores togome here and have the freedom that we

on the idea
that there

1sa GOd, with_these twotimes in history.
gain, i

The

the Fr
a Creator S
\ said that therefwas no G
who infused t
. people, not God. In contr
us Wlth erican Revol
unalienable there is a God,

infused us wit,

rights that
government f -burp?se,l is to protect hOSf'PfeTXIng, qu-gﬂen rights. That is the role and

cannot give or—) 1 Ofﬁ erf?( j -

| 'l
The Duty of Elected Officials

ment cannot take away. In addition, it declared that government, as its duty and

take away

Whenever you elect any individual or whenever someone is serving in any
level of office, what is that person’s duty? Their duty is to be consistent with
the purpose and role of government. Government is designed to protect these

God-given, pre-existing liberties. Each elected official obviously needs to
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George Washington said:

“The man must be bad indeed who can look upon the

events of the American Revolution without feeling the

Our warmest gratitude towards the great Author of the
. . universe whose divine interposition was so frequently
Constitution 1
manifested in our behalf.”
was made :
In a letter written on I!I‘ebruary 2, 1807, John Adams said:
Only f ora “The Bible gefitains the mast profound Philosophy, the most perfect
loralipulind the ypestrefibed_PalieyrThat e ived
moral and un eK‘RﬂIL at ever was conceived upon
.. eart. It is the most Kepublican Book in the World, and therefore I
rehg 1ous will still revere it.”

people; it
is wholly

and teadhes us the way to be hap#y in this world and in the

inadequate
to the
government of

next. Continue therefore to read it and to regulate your life

y its precepts.”

ams also said:

' onsfit 1on de nlyfor’; moral and
}_J_ relzg us_/ . It is wholl mc}dqunfp to the

government of any other.”

any other

Benjamin Rush, one of the signers of the Declaration of

Independence, said:

“The only foundation for useful education in a republic is to be laid in

religion. Without this there can be no virtue, and without virtue there

o
@@M/
W‘
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can be no liberty; and liberty is the object and life of all

republican governments.”

Chief Justice John Jay also said:

The only
foundation
for useful
education in

“The moral or natural law was given by the Sovereign of

th<J,|I universe to all mankind; with them it was co-eval, and
with flhem it will be cosxistent. Being rounded by infinite

sential right, which never varies, it can

wisdom and) goodness on

»

a republic is faid: ﬁ::J,#,ﬁﬂf’ o,
tO be laid in “We arer_rlaot in a world ungovern(edm;/[ and f", j
e in »

A

(-\ the power of a Suglerior Agent.'Our efforts

religion Kected by it; and He will give 4
~ in|His own -
Jefferson
of the American Regw0lution
(-ETITd'm-gner of the|Declaration of Independence, said

Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of

time; they, therefore, who are decrying the Christian reli-
gign, whgse moralgty is so i@qe and pure, [and| which
de OZI&QAMSI the wicliad.e.@rnal misery, and insures
tothe.good eternal happiness are undermining the solid
foundation of morals, the best security for the duration of

free government.”

In his farewell address, George Washington said:

“Of all the dispositions and habits, which lead to political prosperity,
Religion and Morality are indispensable supports.”
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In the summer of 1787, Congress revisited the issue of religion in the new
western territories, and on July 13, 1787, they passed the famous Northwest
Ordinance. Article 3 of the Ordinance said:

The rl/de Of “Religion, Morality, and knowledge being necessary to good govern-

ment and the happiness of mankind, Schools and the means of

law has a

education shall be forever encouraged.”

rich tradition

through

Whic h the N d, Sir, a l ;"r'alzg'_t(mvﬂlive, the more convincing
proofs I see of this r;?,,—t..af God governs in the affairs of men. And if

g Overnment a sparrew cannot fall to the gro out His notice, is it probable

and its leaders (-\ that anlempire can|rise without His aid?”

are under ~—

the law THE RULE OF LAW

The final quote I wantito share with you is from Benjamin Franklin. During a

nstisatidnal Convention on June 28, 1787, he said:

~

Place in American History

e talk about the rule of law. They think that the rule of law is

Mnything that ajudge or a ]Iegislativ body san_j,Lis. However, the rule of law has
a diﬂ(ere-i;t a rI:?éh ore.sl iﬁzlmt placr—ia.l‘&merican and Western history.
rul w has aaichdtraditionashereinthedsovernment and its leaders are

under the law.

If you go back to the time of the Magna Carta (1215 A.D.), the king of that day

thought he was above the law. In addition, because of their nature, kings had

¥
historically believed they were the law and that they could change the rules
: \ from day to day simply because they were their countries’ ultimate decision
Nl
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makers. Kings believed they were the ultimate repository of law. But when the

Magna Carta was signed, even the king himself was placed under the law.

By the time of the American Revolution and the founding of America, the

A laW that idea was clear that God is the ultimate Arbiter of law and that there are
is in conflict

. ’ The. Declaration of Independence lis
with God’s ~ P

naturé‘s_ God to be life} liberty, angfthe pursuit of happiness. These laws tran-

certain natural laws that are part of God’s natural created order.

some of those laws of nature and of

natu ral scend government. They pre government, and government must conform to
t d these laws. In'fact,#n his Commentaries on the Laws of England, Sir William Black-
creale T if there’s Wut(o God’s law, it is no law at all.

b/ .
Order_ GO d S That was not a | new concept because &hwj idea that had been advanced
@stianity nd by WéStern civilization for ¢enturies.

natural law—
. In a “Letter ffom BirmirlghaWartin Luther King, Jr., answered the

~—— question about ywhy he obeyed some laws,
oL &
4

IS no

b4

while others hg?did not obey. For him, it was

law

simple. He said that some laws are just, and
you have to obey them. You may not like them,
but you must obey them. But there are other
laws that are unjust, and you have a moral duty
to tisobey l’leeI laws. Those are laws that are

rly contﬁy'I to God’s natural law or God’s

| 'l
natural created order. They are completely

cle

contrary and are merely a man-made law.

As Blackstone and many others said throughout
history, a law that is in conflict with God’s

natural created order—God’s natural law—is

simply no law at all.
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A Higher Law

The rule of law says that there is a higher law, a higher principle that pre-dates

government. In fact, it says that all government must be subjected to the rule

The Tl/lle of law. It’s not simply what a judge says or what a legislator says because that
might change from qne day to the next. The rule of law is something much

of law says | | o
more profound. We mjust continue to recapture the idea that this is a nation of

that l’here laws Emd that we opelkate under

a rule of law that comles from a
L 1

is a higher
law, a higher
prin Ciple th at Laws exist to punish the evil-

@d to praqtect the

pi’e-dates Romans 13 cleaply states.

government

ally disobeying th
(-c-lm need tg recapture the idea of the rule of law.

J{JL MA(}JJ ES A—S MINISTERS

This Key Idea Greatly Influenced Western Thought

The idea of civil magistrates as being ministers of justice may be new to many
Americans, but it is an ancient concept that has been woven throughout
Western civilization and has shaped who we are as Americans. It has also

influenced the entirety of Western culture.
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Who is a Civil Magistrate?

A civil magistrate is anyone who is performing work on behalf of the civil

government, whether they are in the federal, state, or local levels. These are

A minister of civil magistrates. The concept includes judges.
justice is to Throughout Western iivilization, civil magis-
administer |
justice to the
people that is
Consistent Wit[’l operating und:el the rule of law.

’?ﬁg;*\obligatio is to admminister

the higher law;  justice to the

"~ tent with only the

man-made teher
man-made laws that must be made in conformityfto that
laW must higher law.
be made i}’l r-I-f;e_yh;on’t acf as ministers of justice, these
. civil magistgafes have violated their role and
Conf Ormlty have stepped outside of their mandate to be ministers of justice. All magis-

tO th at I"..-h.'i:rate?' a%-._any ei‘z__el eéd td und rstind this'cr_uc'ial fact and operate as though
h . h l — ﬂh‘?ﬁfe .iniiistez‘;)f stife. l_.l
igher law - ' '

When our elected officials understand this idea and when you, the voter, under-
stand that you are voting for and electing ministers of justice, it puts an entirely
different view as to their role in protecting your rights. Now, you understand

what the role and purpose of government actually is.
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